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Tyndall saw the White Commonwealth as a positive message, one that pre-
existed the European debate in his thinking, that could be used to sell the 
idea. In turn he hoped the campaign would give a wider audience to his 
specific ideology, which saw a rebirth of Britain based around this new 
rebirth of Empire and a return to Africa to explicitly take wealth and 
resources to fuel the white commonwealth. A typical part of extreme right 
rhetoric, Tyndall did face some opposition—Oswald Mosley strongly 
campaigned for Europe, viewing it as a new bastion of white Christian 
culture that could be harnessed to provide a competing power bloc to the 
Soviets and to America. 
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The cover of Spearhead, February/March 1968. The campaign for the long 
awaited referendum on membership of the Common Market in 1975 had 
been running for years by the time of the vote, and Spearhead and its 
associated movements were constant commentators and campaigners.  
Established by John Tyndall in 1964, Spearhead was closely associated to 
the Greater British Movement, National Front and British National Party, 
all of which Tyndall had a part in founding and leading at various points. 
It finally ceased publication after Tyndall’s death in 2005, after 41 years 
of continuous publication. 
As well as Tyndall seeing this as an opportunity to widen his support within 
the extreme right, it was a chance to appeal beyond the nationalist 
movement and seek to draw more into his groups. Tony Benn and Michael 
Foot were even seen as possible allies, along with the extreme left, in 
combatting the existential threat of European dominance. 
The problem for Tyndall came in the inability of his movements to avoid 
racist rhetoric that saw them isolated from the main campaigns. They 
blamed Europe for black migration and race mixing, even while trying to 
urge moderates to come and support them. 
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The National Front, championed by Spearhead, engaged in street active 
campaigning in the years running up to 1975. They even dedicated their 
by-election campaigns in the years running up to 1975 to the anti-
Common Market cause, such as in Marylebone in 1970. 
 
Tyndall accepted however that the vote was already likely lost by the 
early 1970s, claiming that their exclusion meant there was no positive 
message from the anti-Common Market campaign in the referendum, 
which was all a sham anyway. 
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Middle Right: Malcolm Skeggs, National Front Candidate for Marylebone. 
Bottom: Spearhead, August 1971, p. 4. 
These conspiracy theories ran rampant in the pieces from Spearhead. Similar 
to the need to create a ‘stab in the back’ myth for why Germany had failed in 
the interwar years, for British nationalists like Tyndall there must be a 
reason why Britain was suffering so much economically in the 60s, and that 
was International Money Power– a code for Jewish influence. 
 
Spearhead, using a flawed Harris Poll, claimed to be representing the true 
will of the people against the political parties—striking a blow against the 
establishment. Meanwhile the Common Market was linked to Money Power 
and influence from states who already fell to its grasp, such as America. 
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Of course, there were the more mainstream and familiar arguments 
present in Spearhead that we might expect, it did not exist in a vacuum. So 
there was debate over the economic arguments, and of course a large 
theme around the concept of sovereignty—it was clear to Spearhead that 
this was not just a vote on the economics, but on future political union, 
interesting when people now suggest what the 1975 vote was understood 
to be about at the time. 
 
In the end though, Spearhead was a voice in the wilderness. When it lost, it 
blamed its exclusion from the leave campaign, it blamed the dark 
shadowy hand of international finance, but also the fact the pro-Europe 
campaign was hysteria driven rather than fact driven, and played upon 
emotion. A claim familiar to us post-Brexit. They also clearly stated that it 
wasn’t the end, and they would continue to fight to free Britain from 
Europe 
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Having come into power in 1974, the Labour government of Harold Wilson had promised the British people a referendum on the recent joining of the Common Market 
and a chance to leave if they so desired. This referendum was called for 1975. The Government and the opposition were divided, with parliamentarians from the 
parties campaigning on both sides of the aisle. Also campaigning against the Common Market were the forces of the National Front, a British extreme right street 
movement and political party, and its assorted publications, including the paper of its former neo-Nazi leading light, John Tyndall. 
 
Using copies of Spearhead from the University of Northampton’s Searchlight Archive, this poster tells the story of this Brexit that never was from the perspective of the 
Spearhead campaign, and examines how they engaged with the campaign. Though history never repeats itself exactly, there are trends, messages and themes which 
repeat themselves from 1975 through to the present, and challenge our perceptions on just how far we might have moved on. 
The Searchlight Archive opened to the public in the summer of 2013 at the University of Northampton. Collected over 50 years by Searchlight magazine, the archive is a unique collection of material on the extreme right and anti-fascist 
movements in the post-war period. With over 400 boxes on catalogue as of 2017, and a total collection of 1000-1200 boxes as well as oral histories and artefacts, it is a fantastic opportunity for researchers. 
With a dedicated archivist, the Archive is located within the University of Northampton Archives and is open by appointment Mondays to Thursdays, 9.30 to 16.00. 
For all enquiries, please contact our dedicated archivist, Daniel.Jones@Northampton.ac.uk, or check our online catalogue at http://library.northampton.ac.uk/archive 
